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Uvodni poznamka: Obraz Romi v stiedoevropskych masmédiich po roce 1989
Jiti Homol4¢, Ivan Leudar, Jifi Nekvapil

Tento sbornik obsahuje studie vzniklé v ramci dvou projektli podpofenych agenturou Research Support
Scheme (nadace Open Society Fund) a Grantovou agenturou CR. Pfedkladané poznatky a hypotézy
vychdzeji z analyzy ceskych, slovenskych a madarskych materidlii, pfedevSim novinovych clankt
a televiznich diskusi zlet 1991-1995. Krom¢ autord jednotlivych piispévki se prace na tomto projektu
v urcité mife podileli i ucastnici seminaie Aktudlni otazky sociolingvistiky na Filozofické fakulté Univerzity
Karlovy.

I kdyz jednotlivi autofi budovali pomérmé rozsahlé korpusy dat, uzivali pouze kvalitativni metody.
Rozdilné typy dat vSak byly analyzovany rtiznymi druhy kvalitativnich metod. Analyza novinovych textt
vyuzivala metod béznych v lingvistické stylistice, v kvalitativné orientované obsahové analyze a v kritické
analyze diskursu. Televizni diskuse byly analyzovany pomoci aparatu konverzacni analyzy. Jako uzite¢né
analytické nastroje, aplikovatelné na rizné typy dat (tj. ¢lanky a diskuse), se ukazaly byt nékteré pojmy
pochazejici z etnometodologie, a to nejen z konverzacni analyzy, ale i z tzv. Clenské kategorizacni analyzy.
Specialni pozornost byla vénovana konceptu masmedialni dialogické sit¢.

Pokud jde o ¢esky material, byla prvni faze vyzkumu zaméfena na shromazdéni souboru novinovych
textl o tfech nasilnych trestnych ¢inech, které skoncCily smrti Roma (v Klatovech — unor 1991, v Pisku — zafi
1993 ave Zdaru nad Sazavou — kvéten 1995) a o jejich projednavani pied soudem. Excerpovali jsme
vSechny texty zpéti nejétenéjSich Ceskych denikl, které se k danym udalostem vztahovaly (zpravy
a komentare), a dale pak vSechny texty, které¢ se zabyvaly Romy v pribéhu néasledujiciho tydne po dané
udalosti. Pokud jde o slovensky material, byly shromazdény relevantni texty zejména ze Ctyf vyznamnych
slovenskych denikli. Pozornost byla soustfedéna na texty zabyvajici se vrazdou, resp. zabitim ¢ty Romt ve
slovenském Polichné¢ vr. 1990. Z madarského tisku byly excerpovany texty zabyvajici se udalostmi
v Kétegyhaze a v Tufe (k obéma doslo v fijnu 1992), pii nichz byli napadeni, resp. zabiti Romové. Excerpce
textll vénovanych podobnym udélostem tak umoznila utvofit si jistou pfedstavu o shodéach a rozdilech v tom,
jak se v prvni poloving 90. let psalo o Romech v Cesku, na Slovensku a v Mad’arsku.

Poznatky, které lze z Ceskych, slovenskych a madarskych novinovych texti ziskat, byly pfirozené
determinovany tim, jak byly jednotlivé korpusy novinovych ¢lankd budovany. Vyhodou naseho zplsobu
excerpce bylo to, ze byla do zna¢né miry ,,mechanickd“ — neshromazd’ovali jsme (pouze) rasové
predsudecné texty, jak to Casto byva v kritické analyze diskurzu, ale texty o jisté udalosti v omezeném
casovém obdobi (vétsinou do jednoho tydne od pfislusné udalosti). Smyslem analyzy nebylo ukazat to, ze
texty vyjadiuji rasové predsudky, ale spi§ to, jak obraz Romu (resp. kategorie ,,Rom‘) jsou utvafeny
v ruznych textovych souvislostech a jaké prostiedky, postupy a zanry pii psani o Romech novinati typicky
uzivaji.

Televizni diskuse, které se tykaly Romu a v nichz také Romové ucinkovali, byly shromazdény pouze
z Ceskych televiznich programt. Dilezité diskuse byly transkribovany v duchu postupll béznych
v konverzacni analyze. Excerpovali jsme také clanky z ceskych novin, které referuji o téchto televiznich
diskusich, resp. je komentuji, a prave to nas ptivedlo k pojmu masmedialni dialogickeé site.

Poslednim zdrojem dat byly nahravky kazdodennich rozhovori, jejichz ucastnici se bavi o Romech
a pritom odkazuji (referuji, cituji ...) na svou €etbu novinovych ¢lankd s romskou problematikou. Tato data
jsme neshromazd’ovali systematicky, ale jejich analyza miize predstavovat neobycejné zajimavou sondu.
Relevantni rozhovory byly transkribovany; ¢lanky, k nimz aktéti rozhovoru odkazuji, byly podle moznosti
identifikovany a vyhledany.

Studie otisténé v tomto sborniku mohou odbornou verejnost zaujmout predev§im svym metodologickym
pristupem: nepracuji s tradicnimi vycty predsudkll a stereotypt, jak je to bézné v socialni psychologii, ale
koncentruji se spi$ na to, jak jsou akce Romu nebo akce tykajici se Romti v masmédiich formulovany, a na
to, jak k této formulaci pfispivaji sami Romové v masmedialnich dialogickych sitich. Tim, Ze se tyto studie
zabyvaji konkrétnimi textovymi strategiemi, které se uzivaji v komunikaci o Romech ¢i s Romy, mohou také
prispét k zlepSeni kazdodenni masmedialni praxe.



Introductory Note: Presentations of Roma/Gypsies
in the Central European Media after 1989

Jiti Homol4¢, Ivan Leudar, Jifi Nekvapil

This volume summarizes the work accomplished within the framework of two research projects that were
supported by Research Support Scheme (Open Society Fund) and the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic.
The research findings and hypotheses have been formulated on the basis of an analysis of Czech, Slovak and
Hungarian materials, particularly newspaper articles and TV discussions, produced during the period of
comparatively considerable social change between 1990-1995.

The members of the research group compiled extensive corpora of data, which was analysed using
qualitative methods, and different types of data were analysed using different methods. The analysis of
newspaper texts used methods from the field of linguistic stylistics, qualitatively oriented content analysis
and critical discourse analysis. Television debates were analysed using conversation analysis. Membership
categorisation analysis, another branch of ethnomethodology, was a useful tool for analysing all types of
material (e. g. articles and debates) and their relationships (e. g. in distributed dialogical networks).

With respect to the Czech materials, we focused on collecting materials concerning three violent crimes that
ended in the death of a Romany (in Klatovy in February 1991; in Pisek in September 1993, and in Zd’ar nad
Sazavou in May 1995), the resulting court cases and the aftermath. We gathered all relevant texts published
in the five most widely read Czech national daily paper, both news reports and commentaries, but also all the
texts in these newspapers concerning Romanies during the week following these events. For the Slovak
materials, we focused on texts dealing with the murder or killing of four Romanies in the Slovak village of
Polichno in 1990. As far as Hungarian materials are concerned, we collected materials regarding the attacks
in Kétegyhaza and Tura that resulted in the death of Romanies (in October 1992). The collection of texts
dealing with analogous events enabled us to gain an idea of what was similar or different in reports
concerning Romanies in Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary in early 1990s.

The information to be gained from Czech, Slovak and Hungarian newspaper materials clearly depends on
the method of selecting these materials and on how the corpora of texts are built up. The advantage of the
method we used is that it is to a certain extent mechanical; the researchers collected not only racially biased
texts, as is often the case in critical discourse analysis, but also texts concerning events within a delimited
time period (usually a week after the relevant event). The point was not to demonstrate how mass media texts
express ethnic prejudices, but rather to show how the category 'Romany' is constituted in specific
circumstances, and to show how this is achieved — what rhetorical devices and genres are typically used to
present the Romanies.

Video recordings of debates on TV that concerned Romanies, at least in part, or included Romanies as
participants were collected from Czech TV programmes only. These debates — some of which turned out to
be important political events in the nascent Czech Republic — were transcribed using conventions and
methods developed in conversation analysis. We also collected those articles from Czech newspapers that
referred to the debates or commented on them and this led us to the concept of a media dialogical network.
The last source of data was recordings of everyday conversations between Czech individuals on the subject
of Romanies and in which mass media articles on Romany themes were used in some obvious way. The
collected conversations were transcribed and, whenever possible, the articles they referred to were identified
and obtained. Such conversations are difficult to collect systematically, but the ones we have recorded so far
provide useful pointers as to how the presentations of the Roma in the mass media affect ordinary people.
The studies in this collection are particularly interesting for their methodological approach. They do not
work with traditional cognitive concepts of stereotype and prejudice, detailing and explaining them in
particular cases, as is often the case in social psychology and in some versions of cognitive linguistics.
Instead, the studies concentrate both on how actions of Romanies and those who interact with them are
formulated by journalists, and on how Romanies themselves deal with these formulations in media dialogical
networks. The studies in effect deal with concrete textual strategies used in communications with and about
Romanies, and because of this they may better contribute to shaping everyday journalist practices (for more
details see the English summaries of the individual contributions).






